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frorathe LONDON GAZETTE extraordinary.
WHITEHALL, 04 9, 178.
g";ﬁ HI1S§ marging captain Rofs, aid de
% camp toliedenani-general earl Corn-
i T N wallis, arrived in town from South-
y Carolina, with a letter from his lord-

expeted, I did not alter my plan, but marched
at the hour appointed, leaving the defence of
Camden to fome provincials, militia, and con-
valefcents, and a detachigent of the 63d regi-
ment, which, by being mount:d on horles
which they had prefled on the road, it was hoped
would arrjve in the courfe of the night.
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s VIy e % 3 hip to lord George Germain, one 1 had d : ;

:’dt"‘ the "b‘*l‘: ' el ml‘“i}'" principal fecretaries of ftate, of ,p ho?xr al}?c):c:w:dmmt?lee ng:xin:,h;,"ya:gsatnhcﬁ
NE tax dub by Lo izn the following is a copy : Ao g

o Aating anf fs ch th 19 Py guard fell in with the enemy. By the weight of

Camden, Aag. 31, 1780.z, the fire 1 was convinced they were in confidera-
ble force, and was foon affured by fome deferters
and prifoners, that it was the whole rebel aimy
on its march to attack us at Camden, [ imme-
diately halted and turmed, and the enemy doing
the fame, the firing foon ceafed. Confiding in
the difiiphned courage of his majefty’s troops,
and well apprifed by feveral intelligent inha-
bitants, that the giound on which both arn jes
{tood, being narrowed by fwamps on the right
and left, was extremely fivourable for my num-
bers, Idid not ehufe to hazard the great ftake
for which I was going to fight, to the uncer-
tainty and confufion to which an aétien in the
dark is {o particularly liable. But having taken
meafures thatthe enemy fhould not have itin
their power to avoid an engagement on ‘that
ground, I refolved to defer the attack tiil day.
At _the dawn 1 made my laft difpofition, and
formied the troops in the foliowing order: The
divifion\ of the right confiting ot a fmall corps
of light infantry, the 23d and 33d regiments,
under the command of licutenant-colonel Web.
iter; the divifion on the left, confilting of the
volunteers of Ireland, infantry of the legion,
and part of licutenant-colonel Hiamilton's Norti-
Carolina regiment, under the command of lord
Riwdon, with two 6 and 3 pounders, which
were commanted by lieutenant M¢Cleod. The
7uit regiment, with two 6 pounders, was formed
as a relerve, one battalion in the rear of the di-
vifion of the right, the other of that of the left,
and the cavalry of the legion in the rear, and
the country being woody, dlofe to the 71ft re-
githent, with orders to feize any opportunity
that might offer to break the encmy's Jine, ard
to be ready to proteét our own, in cale any
corps fhould meet with a check,
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ITis with great pleafure that I communicate
L your lordthipan account of a complete vidtory
} on the 16th inftant, by his' majeity’s’
nder my command, over the rebel fouth.
sarmy commanded by general Gates. ’
Jamy difpatch No. 1, 1 had the honour to in-
n your lordthip, that while at Charles-town,
visiegularly acquainted by lord Rawdon with
ry material incident or mov.ment made by
. cazmy, Or by the troops under his lordthip’s
ponand,  On the gth inftant two expretles ar-
i) with an account that general Gates was
suncing towards Lynch’s creek with his whole
v, luppoled to amount to §ooo men, exclu-
ofadetachment of 1000 men under general
mpier, who after having in vain attempted to
ce the pofts at Rocky-mount and Hanging-
bk, ws pelizved to be at that time tiying to
¢ cround the left of our pofition, to cut oft our
arunication with the Cengarees and Charles-
em; that the difaffeéted country betwesn Pe-
¢ a.d Black river had a&ually revolted ; and
bt krd kawdon was contraéting his pofts, and
sanng to aflemble his force at Camden,
conlequence of this information, atter fi-

foms unportant points of bufinels at
Rates-own, I fci out on the 1oih, and arrived
C.mlen on the might Letwee:. the s3th and
b, and there found lord Rawdon witn our
doleforce, except lieutenant-celon-1 I'urnbull’s
detackment, which fell back from Rocky-
to major Fergufon’s poits of the militia of
isety-Six on Little river. y )
1tad now my option to make, cither to retire
atempt the enemy; for the pofition at Cam-
avas a bad one to be attacked in, and by ge-

| Sumpter’s advancing down the Watcree my
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nanzd Stl dceidiiboles muft have failed me in a few days. ceived that the enemy, ha.ing likewife perfifted
B diuutes ;. e is 14w no difficulty in making good my retreat in their refolution to fight, were formed in‘two
ar. A0y pesionvilb (baries-town with the troops‘ that were able lines oppofite and near to us; and ooferving a
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prarch; but, in taking that refolution, I muft
trot only 'eft near 8oo fick and a great quan-
by of ftores at tbis place, but [ cleariy faw the
s of the whle provi-ce, except Charies-town,
picf all Georia, except Savannah, as imme.
12 confequences, befides ferfeiting all picten-
5 to future confidence fromn our friends in
3part of Araerica.
0athe cther hand, there was no doubt of the
elarmy being well appointed, and of its num-

movement on their left, which 1 fuppofed to be
with an intention to make fome alteration in
their order, I direted lieutenant.colonel Web-
fter to begin the attick, which was done with
great vigour, and in a few minutes the action
was general along the whole front. It wasac
this time a dead calm, with aljttle hazinefs in
the air, which, preventing the fmoke trom ri(-
ing, eccafioned fo thick a darknefs, that it was
digicult to fee the effet of a very heavy and well
bing upwards of sooo men, exclufive of ge-  fupported fire on both fides, Our line continued
: ‘Sumpter‘d detachment, and of a corps of to adv:mce n goo_d order, gu}d with the cool in-
inia miiitis of 12 or 1500 men, either altu- trepidity of experienced Britith foldiers, keeping

¥y bour; and my own cerps, which never was as opportunities oftered ; and, after an obftinate
Rrerous, was now reduced, by'ficknefs and refittance during three quarters of an hour,
Ber cafualties, to about 14co fighting men of threw the enemy into total confufion, and ferced
ars-and- provincialsy -with-4-or-=sdo-militia—-them- to-give-way-in-all_quarsters.. - At this-inft.-
b Nerth-Carolina refugees. 1 oidered the cavalry to compleat the route,
However, the greateft part of the troops that which was performed with their ufual prompti-
4 being perfetly good, and having left tude and gallantry: and after doing great exe.
Ruies.town fufficiently garrifoned and provided cution on the field of battle, they continued the
e ifiege, and feeing little to lofe by a de. purfuit to Hanging Rock, 13 miles from the
f, and mwuch to gain by a vidtory, 1 retolved place where the action happencd, during which
uke the firft good opportunity to attack the many of the enenmy were flatn, a number of pri-
el army . g L] + foners, near 150 waggons, (in one of which was
Axordingly, 1 took great pains to procure a brafs cannon, the'carriage of which had been
“d information of their movements and pdfi- damaged in the fkirmith ot the night) a confider-
m; and [ leagned that they had encamped, able quantity of military ftores, and all the bag-
v marching from Hanging Rock, at colonel gage and-camp cquipage of the rebel army fell
firley's, about 13 miles fromn hence, on the intu our hands.

g200n of the 14th. The lofs of the enemy was very confiderable;
Aker confulting lome intelligent people, well a number of coleurs; and feven’ pieces of brafs
uinted with the ground, [ de=terminsd to camnon, (hsing all their artillery that were in
e at ten o'clock in.the night of the 1gth, * the détion) with all their ammunition waggons,
4 to attack at day-break, pointihg my prin- were taken; between: eight and.nin¢ hundred
Rl force agaidit their continentals, who trom were killed; among that number brigadiag-gene-
dintelligence 1 knew to be badly pofted clole ral Gregory,.and about one thoufand prifoners,
honet Rugeley’s houfe. Late in the even- many’ of whom wounded; of\which number
| received information that the Virginians were major-general baron de Kalb, fince desd,
Micined that day 1~ however, that having been and brigadier-general Rutherfords . .
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I have the honour to inclofe a return of kiiled
and wounded on our fide. ‘The lofs f fo many
brave men is much to be lamented ; but the
number is moderate in proportion to fo great an
advantage.

‘T he Lehaviour of his majefly’s troops in gene-
ral was beyond all prai.e; 1t did nanour to
themfelves and their country. I was particulurly
indebted to colonel lord Rawdon and | cutenant-
colonel Webfger, for the diftinguithz1 courage
and abilities with which th:y conduéted their
refpective divifions and the capacity and vigour
of lieutenant-colonel ‘L'arieton at the head of the
cavalry, deferve my Hi helt comniendation ;
lieutenant M*Cleod exerted himfelf gready in
the conduét of our artiiery. My aid de camp,
captain Rofs, and lieutenant Hald ne ot the en-
.gineers, who aéted in that capacity, rendered
e mott effentisl fervice; and the public officers
major of brigade England, who aéted as adju-
tant-general, and the majors of brigade Manly
and Doyle fhewed the moft aétive and zealous
attention to their duty ; governor Martin became
again a military man, and behaved with the
fpirit of a young v lunteer.

‘I he fatigue of the troops rendered them in.
capable ot further exertion on the day of the
actiori ; but as I faw the importance of deftroy-
ing or dilperfing, if poflible, the corps unuer
general Sumpter, as it might prove a foundation
tor affembling the routed army, on the moining
of the 19th 1 dctached iieutenant-colonel ‘1arle.
ton, with the legion cava'ry and iniantry, and
the corps of lig. t-infautry, waking in all about
450 men, with orders to attack him wherever
he coud find him ; aind i fen ers to lieu-
tenant coionel 1urnbull an1 majer Ferguion,
at that time on Little river, to put thei corps.n
mo.ion immediately, and on their fide to :uitue
and endeavour to attack  gensial cumprer,
Lieutenant-colonel Farle on executed this fer-
vice with his ufual aétivity an: military adaoiefs,
He procured geod intormation of sumictei’s
movements, -and, by forced and co. . aled
matches, came up with and furpiiied him in the
imiddie of the day on the 18th, near the Cataho
fords: he totally deftroyed or difperied his dee
tachment, confiting th.n ot 7 o men, ~uling
150 on the fpot, and taking two pieces of brafs
caundn zud gco prifon rs, and 44 waggons.
He Lkewife rctook 100 of our men, who had
fallen into their hands partly at the action at
Han_in,-rock, and party in corting fome
waggons ‘trom Congarees to Camden: and he
relca‘ed 150 of our milit:amen, or friendly coun-
try people, who had been seized by the rebels.
Captain Campbel,  who commanded the light
infantry, a very promifing officer, was untortu~
nately ‘killed in this affar. Our iofs otherwile
was trifling, Tbhis aétion was too briitiunt to
need any comment of mine, and will, Ihave no
doutts, bighiy recommend lieutenant-colonel
‘Jarieton to Lis majefty’s favour. The rebel
forces being at prefent difperfed, the internal
cemmotions and infurreftions in the province

7 ortxpr&ed-to-jointhe-main body e=—up-a—conttant firc;-or-muking—ufe of ~bayonets,—will-now tubfidec—f-ut-t-thatt-give diretion-to

iufli exemplary punithment on fome of the moft
gui.ty, in hopes to deter othets, in tuture, from
fporting with allegiance and oaths, and witl: the

Jenity- and--generofity— of--the - Britith-govern—

ment.

On the morning of the 17th I difpatch:d pro-
per peoplc to North-Carolina, with dxrcéhun.s 10
our friends there to take arms and aflemble im.
mediately, and to ieize-the moft violent people,
and all military ftores and magizines beionging

to the rcbels, and to intercept all-ftragglers from”

the routed army ; and I have promited to march
without lofs of time to their fupport: fome ne-
ceffary fupplies for the army a:;e now on their
way trom Ctarlegztown, and I hope that their
arrival will enable me to march in a few days,

My aid de camp, captain Rofs, will have the
honour of delivering this difpatch to your lord-
fhip, and will be able to give you the tulleft ac-
count of the ftate of the army and country. He
is a very deferving officer, and 1 take the liberty
of recemmendip§ him to your lordthip’s tavour
and patronage

I have the honour to be, &c.

CORNWALLIS.
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